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Despite a cool start, with the mercury falling into the 20 's at
several locations, July was the 13th consecutive month with above normal
twmaera%mra% in Western Nevada. The remainder of the State had & little

elow normal readings. Precipitation was generally below rnormal except in
magterﬂ Nevada and at a few isolated locations such as Hawthorne.
fhunderstorms there brought brief heawvy rainsg with the 2.18" meonthly total
being 3 1/2 times normal, breaking the old wet mark for the month of 1.8&"
set in March 1947, The climate record is 80 vears lang.
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Except for =zlightly warmer than normal temperaturaes this month in the
western portion of Nevada, the remainder of the State enjoyed a little
cocler than normal conditions. Departures wers generally (1-8 degreess

ove normal in the extrems West) 2-3 degrees below normal in the Northeast

&by
and 1-Z degreess below slsewhere.

No extreme records wers threatened this month as highs reached the
"ane-hundred teens” along the shores of Lake Mead and the Colorado River,
arnd lows fell into the 2Z0's at %m$g aTuly %herm locations. For example,
Caliville Bay had 117 degrees and gh? 1i&, while Pine valley fell to
23 twice and Reese FRiver had 29, States r@amvds for this menth are 188 amd
18, respectively. In Morthern Nevada several places passed the 100 mar
f2.g9., HBattle Mountain 104, Smoke Cresk and Lovelock 103. and Ferni ey XQE‘»

Except for much of Eastern Nevada and a few isclated locations, Julw
e iy a dfﬂar than normal month. However, this is usually the
ik the vear s most sites, so ong thurdersiorm cam maks §
e she narmal . Such was the case at Hawtﬁafre whers |
in 20 minutes and just over 2" in a short lived local *huﬁdwrav“rm. This
was very local as ognly sprinkles 11 ten miles awav! Some other locations

fe i ¢
wilth above normal precipitation wers Baker Flat, in Great Basin National
: 2.287", Ruth with 1.92%, Snowball Ranch 1.464%, Carver's had
" owithl 1.587, (and

d oand Manhattan 1.37", Brzat Basin Natior r
above BOOO' on the lst. and above 000 gn the 9th) and 1.40" at
Qz&nﬁ?z ! Shoshor Han 3 = tional FPark.
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_ Some of those locations missed by the thunderstorms were Denio, whers
Henry Johns had only .03", Golconda, VYva and the North Las Vegas Fire
Department with 01", and Laughlin and Alpine View near Carson City, as

well as Carson City Fire Department, with no rain.

SUNSHINE, WIND & EVAPDRATION

Sunshine hours were near normal, with 91i% of the possible hours at
Reno (normal = 93%), 0% at Las Vegas (Normal = B7%), a normal of B&Y% at
Winnemucca, and 7%9% at Ely and & normal of 789%.

Wind speed averages were above normal in the West and South, below
Aormal in the East, and near long-term averages in the North.

Evaporation was near or a little helow normal statewide, Some

examples were Silverpeak with 17.50", Overton 14.89", Boulder City l4.ol",
Fahranaghat 11.00", Honey Lake 10.85", Diamond Valley 10.38", Ruby Valley
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1G.76" and Minden 7.49

Climate FAeadings in the Las Vegas Area

Weather observations were first made in Las Vegas by E.B. Kiel at the
Kiel Ranch (now an historic site off Carey Avenue in North Las Yegas) in
June 1895, Kiel kept records of temperature and precipitation until
Jotober 1900 when he was murdered. His 2arly reccords look reasconable,
except for unusually low summer davitime maxima, probably due to location of
the thermometers under deciducus trees.

In fugust 1907, afier a seven year lapse, San Pedro, Los Angeles and
Salt Lake Railroad égent J.M. Heaton was appeointed weather observer, making
temperature and precipitation readings just west of the tracks across fraom
the Depot at Fremont and Main. Due to the agent’'s busy workload and the
interest of Charles "Pap® Sguires, Squires helped with the readings in
1708, By 1909 Sguilires was making all the observations at the Depot. In
Tact, Bguires stated in December 1909 that, "iZ inches of snow Tell on t
Zist for Las Vegas' whitest Christmas, (this record still stands) and on
the Jist heavy rains caused floods that washed ocut the railroad at Meadow
Yalley Wash and other locations, blocking traffic for five months.” The
railroad vecord ended in early 1911 and in November 1919 Sguires became the
cfficial lLas Vegas observer with the egquipment located at his home at 411
E. Fremont. This was next to the Las Vegas Age Newspaper Office, where he
was editor from 1908 to 1947. GSguires remained the Las Vegas obssrver
until 195& when peoor eve site and old age forced him to retire after almost
30 years of climate observations, one of the longest periods for an
individual in the U.5. He received several commendations fram the National
Weather Burezau for his volunteer work. The weather station was moved with
Bgulres to his new home at 408 5. 7tk in 1745, so that the last sleven
years of observations were taken there near Las Vegas High Schonl. He disd
in 1938 at the age of 93.
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In January 19327 chservations began at Western Alr Express Sirport,
located where Nellis Air Force Base is today. The name was changed to
MeCarran Field in August 1942, but the lscation didn't change until
December 1948, when the 2avipment and Weather Bureau meteorologists were
moved 14 miles %Q bhe aaut“wewn to McCarran International Alrport, { The
"Interrational” was added in 1948.)

In the meantime, and whils "Fop" Sguires was still the "downbown
observer, a new cocperative climate station was eskh ablished at North Las
Wegas Doxarm Kennels in February 1951 This was near College Road and
Walrnut Strest with Allison Reynolds the chserver. {(The name was changed to
Sunrise Mancr in July 1%461.0 When Re fﬂuidg relocated to Hawaeii in January
1964 the station was moved 172 mile =outh to Covey Lane with Ed Perkins the
observer until July 1983 when he moved o Med¥ford, Oregon. The rnext
location was re arby on Stevens Street, with Favy Riecks the observer. I
December i@mrﬁ Bolores Holm/Tarnner took over the duties at her home, also
on Stevens Street, until February 1990 when the station was moved to its
present location at the Noerth Las Vegas Fire Depariment on Fast Chevenns.,

Fodditional information, plus photos of the old Las Vegas Airport and
"Pop' Sguivres can be found in an article by Ed Vegel in the Las Vsgas
Review Journal, December 11, 1?88:

Historic climate data and station information, including observer
correspondence, photos, etc., for all Nevada's climate stations are on file
2t the State Climate Library,

NOTE:  Knowledge of Nevada's orecigitation is gr@atiy gnhanced by onces a
vEar readings from storage gages located in remote arsas. Mearly 50 of
thess gages are sxtant in the Silver State, some being maintained by the
State Division of Water Resources and some By the State Climate OFfice. As
this informaticn may be useful to many pecple, and because it is no longsr
published in the open liter rature, data from these gages is listed in this
summary @ach summer. Numbers on the Nevada Climate mapn locate the sites.

John W, James
State Climatologist
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STORGGEE GABE INDEX

1960-91 July 1991~
Averages July 1792

Coon Creek Summit 34,380 22, 0&"
Pratt Creesk 17,55 iz2.858"
Hanks Cresk 10.28"° 10.25"
West Fork Beaver Cresk 13,540 14,300
Jacks Cresek Pass 3a, o0 18.%0"
California Creek i2.89" L EBOY
Willow Creek Summit i2.8g" YT
fdobe Summit 14,4620 PRI
Angel Lake 35.87¢ ia.7on

tTgiom+bodserY900omo

Shelbourne Fass G 15,34

1

Overland Pass No., 2

Soldier Cresk e 14, 7on
Rattlesnake Cresk 22 .43 1. 600
Harrison FPass i&.7g" 14, 550
White Horse FPass g.43" L E2D
Sadler Ranch 5,00 L O3y
L.imerick Fass 2,607 SR

3.4

2.6

=

g b pes

. ] z2
Hobinsen Summit PR 4,200
Lonners Pass 13.87" i2.43"
+hheeler Camp e I N
(Great Basin Mational FPark)
Charnac Basin iz2.58" a.25"
Kingston Cresk 15.24" 11.25Y
+log Valley Summit, A e 16,850
*Laeviathan Aspen Brove, CA —— 12,487
+Hine Grove Lobdell e e 13,100
Tone 10.97" H,o5"
Currant Creek Summit 12,377 12,2307
Wilson Creek Pass 14,14 18,74
Bunkerville Mounrntain &H.28" 11.13”7
MoCullough Pass b.23" EARRA A
Cold Creek Canvon 1&.27" &4, 550
Wheeler Pass 14,450 2.650
Les Canvon 22.35" 7SN
fdams Ranch Z20. 13" "o

4
H

Spring Mountalin Ranch 10,5900 N

s b e b T3y o 7Y 0 o TU
I 2 A TS

Kyle Canvon 1%,90" L300
Upper Williams Ranch 14,390 2,700
Foberts Ranch 13.72" &, 35"
+Lomo-Rawe e 1.40"
+Carroll Summit e 4,05
+Hisuse Summit e QL 40"

(Record bDegan 10/16/91)
+lucky Boy Pass
{(Record began 10/14&/91)
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+Dlark Mountain South e =L 70
(Record began 11/71/91)
+lhabo Spring Summit o e e LT

49 7

{(Fecord began 11/
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